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The Big Picture 
 
Many of us, when new to Barbershopping, had no idea of the extent 
of barbershopping outside our local club or chorus.  But I can 
guarantee you it is a worldwide movement, with almost 100,000 
men and women ringing those chords! 
 
Australia currently has 32 registered choruses, and several 
members-at-large.  Our members are aligned within three regions:  
Eastern, Sunshine, and Western, each with a Chairman and a board.  
The national organization, AAMBS, has a board of 7 officers, 
spread around the country, with these Councillors representing the 
functional areas. Australia, and 7 other national barbershop 
organizations, are affiliated with the Barbershop Harmony Society 
(BHS - the old SPEBSQSA).  
 
The other affiliates are: 
 
the British Association of Barbershop Singers                      BABBS 
Barbershopping in Germany                                                    BinG! 
the Dutch Association of Barbershop Singers                         DABS 
the Irish Association of Barbershop Singers                             IABS 
the New Zealand Association of Barbershop Singers           NZABS 
the Society of Nordic Barbershop Singers                            SNOBS 
the Southern Part of Africa Tonsorial Society                       SPATS 
 
Taking it to the world-wide dimension, there is the World Harmony 
Council. This includes the Barbershop Harmony Society, and its 8 
affiliates listed above, and adds the talented lady barbershoppers, 
including: 
 
Ladies Association of British Barbershop Singers               LABBS 
Sweet Adelines International, Inc                                         SAI  Inc 
Harmony Incorporated                                               Harmony, Inc 
Holland Harmony                                                                        HH 
 
Barbershops two largest organizations have annual Conventions in 
various North American cities -  BHS over the 4th of July weekend,  
and SAI in Oct/Nov.  Why not plan a vacation around one of these 
annual Conventions.  The music, camaraderie, and emotion are 
absolutely unbelievable.  And remember our own Fast Forward  
 
 
 

 
Quartet will be representing Australia at the Collegiate (up to age 
25) Competition at Internationals and the Blenders, will be 
representing us in the International Open Chorus competition in 
Denver in July this year. 
 
And last but not least, there is another “grouping”  of 
barbershoppers called the Pan Pacific organization.  Every four 
years all the barbershoppers from Australia, New Zealand and 
Hawaii have had  fantastic Conventions in places like Christchurch, 
Hawaii, and Melbourne.  The next one will be in Honolulu, Hawaii, 
in September 2008.  Make plans now for this exciting barbershop 
Convention which will also feature competing choruses from 
mainland USA, and the Tokyo Barber Boys. 
 
Singing in the barbershop style is indeed a worldwide avocation, 
and in Australia we do our part to keep the whole world singing! 
 

In Harmony, 
Mike Donnelly, President AAMBS 

______________________________________________________				
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From The Desk of the Vice President, Conventions 
 
IT’S TASMANIA IN 2009 !  
 
That’s right. The AAMBS National Council has accepted the bid of the Hobart Men’s Barbershop Harmony Club 
to host our 2009 Convention in the “second driest capital city in Australia”, the beautiful city of Hobart. This 
promises to be a very special AAMBS Convention with the Hobart guys planning on showing the Australian 

barbershop world what a wonderful city they have.  While many of the details still need to be sorted out, I can personally 
vouch for the superb facilities they have to offer.  While the final convention dates are yet to be determined, we’ll do 
everything possible to try to make sure they are the most convenient for all concerned.  I know too that we’ll be hearing more 
about this big news over the next few months and that there will be plenty of information available during the Sydney 
Convention in September. 
 
Now, to continue with my, Meet The Judges, segment.  Last time, we met Joe Hunter and Tom Gentry. This time we’ll meet 
two more judges, Dale Comer, Singing Judge and David Brooks, Music Judge. 
 
Dale joined the Barbershop Harmony Society in 1976 after singing in high school and college quartets. He 
holds a Bachelor of Music Education degree from Nebraska Wesleyan University where he was a voice 
major, and he taught Junior/Senior High School vocal music for three years before going to law school.  He 
has directed the Lincoln, Nebraska, chorus since 1980, leading the Lincoln Continentals to nine Central 
States District (CSD) Plateau AA Championships. 
 
Dale sang bass in The Chord Motor Co. (1978 CSD Champions), Chairmen of the Chord, Sound Advice and 
Heartland Vocal Band (1998 International Quarter Finalists).  He was CSD District Music Educator and CSD 
Associate Contest and Judging Chairman, and also served as the first Chair of the Barbershop Harmony 
Society’s Chorus Director Development Committee from 1994 through 1997.  Dale has taught at COTS and at the Society’s 
Directors College, and he has coached quartets and choruses throughout the Society.  He is a member of the CSD Hall of 
Fame, and won the CSD Mr. Music award in 1989. 
 
In 1984, Dale became a certified Sound judge. He subsequently served on the Sound Category Board Of Review and as 
Sound Category Specialist in 1992-93.  Dale is currently a certified Singing judge, and on the Singing Category Board Of 
Review.  He has served on the judging panel for the International Quartet and Chorus Contests of the Barbershop Harmony 
Society 7 times.  Dale is a lawyer and works as an Assistant Attorney General and Chief of the Legal Services Bureau of the 
Nebraska Department of Justice.  He and his wife Lila, a past Regent for Region 20 of Sweet Adelines, have two daughters, 
Sarah and Sally. 

 
David is from NZABS (New Zealand Association of Barbershop Singers) and is the Australasian 
category specialist judge in the Music category.  A past winner of the Auckland piano concerto contest, 
his main claim to barbershop fame is as Master Director of Wellington City Sweet Adelines Chorus, the 
New Zealand champions and the world©s top scoring chorus in the midsized division (31-60 singers).  
He©s New Zealand©s closest thing to a full time teacher of barbershop, running quartets and choruses 
of both sexes in three high schools, and coaching throughout the country. 
 
Next time we’ll meet the final two judges, Fiona Johnson, Presentation Judge and Derek Cosburn, 
Singing Judge. In the meantime, it is important that you send your registrations in to the Sydney 
Convention Committee as soon as possible so they can have some idea of numbers in order to plan 

both the  Welcome Dinner and Farewell Lunch. Please have your chorus representative put your registrations together 
before the June deadline. Remember also to include your Harmony College registrations. 
 

Yours in Harmony, 
Bob Fritz 
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From Our Vice President, Music 
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Throughout my thirty odd years as a choral director I have found that one of the biggest impediments in attaining a consonant 
sound can be the experienced singer. These men and women are those who have sung in choirs and musicals or as soloists 
and band singers since they first grew to love singing. During this time they have developed their own unique style and 
created techniques to overcome their vocal limitations: most have never had any vocal training, however, their singing is 
generally pleasant and enjoyable when they sing alone and accompanied. I have found that it is very difficult for the 
experienced singer to change to our required style, but change they must or they will always detract from the total chorus 
sound. 
 
On the other hand, new singers have an open mind and view singing with a barbershop chorus as a new and exciting team 
exercise requiring a good deal of learning. The need to develop the techniques that allow us all to move forward, albeit 
slowly, towards the perfection of sound that we all desire, is well understood.  Sometimes initial progress is very slow as they 
struggle with all the mouth shapes, vowel sounds, breathing, body involvement, etc., etc., etc.  But progress they do and it is 
one of the most encouraging aspects for a music leader when this happens. 
 
How can this imbalance be resolved ? 
  
The experienced singer should be used as a resource to guide new singers but unless their technique is correct, advice will 
only permeate their incorrect style through the chorus. Possible methods to correct this include: 
 

�  The experienced singer can record their own assessment tapes and then, by self analysis, define the steps to be 
taken to “iron out the wrinkles”. As with words and music, the “ironing” cannot be done on rehearsal nights only; 
twenty years of developing an incompatible style cannot be corrected in a couple of hours per week.  

 
�  Listen closely to a recording of a quartet and sing along with your part, making sure that your tonal quality matches 

the quartet singer. Then record both the quartet and you singing together and see how you blend. 
 

�  Attend new singer training sessions at Harmony College as you will have the opportunity to correct your vocal flaws. 
There are many amongst us that have been singing barbershop for years but whose ability appears to be behind 
those who have been with us for less than 12 months. 

 
�  If you find you are having problems, seek help from one of the vocal music leaders. 

 
As we have only five months to develop a consonant sound, the situation could be considered urgent. 
 

Ian Miller  
VP Music  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 From our Secretary 
        

It is great to receive subscriptions for New Members from a number of our Clubs, which indicates that our VP 
Membership, Tom Smith, is definitely on the right track with his membership drive and that the financial 
incentive really works  As they say “Money talks !”  It will be interesting to see the final countdown and find 
out which Club pockets the $1,000 for the largest percentage of new members they attract to their merry 
men. 

 

A very special big “ Thank You”  
 
Recently I received a phone call from a Mrs Margaret Sims from Adelaide, to say that she had some Barbershop items which 
she wanted to give to someone who would appreciate them – they belonged to her husband who had died recently.  I gave 
her our AAMBS post box address expecting to receive a small envelope possibly with some music - So, imagine my great 
surprise when I picked up 2 boxes and a large envelope full of Barbershop material. 
 
There are CDs, DVDs, Tags, Music and very early copies of The Harmonizer – in fact a fantastic amount of material to add to 
the AAMBS Library.  Once I have catalogued everything I will let you know what we have. 
 
On speaking to Margaret I found out that they had owned a fruit canning business and had spent 2 years in America, where 
her husband discovered Barbershopping.  When they came back to Adelaide they sold the business to an American 
company which meant that for the following 25 years they spent 2 months each year in America where he continued his 
passion (and ours) of Barbershop Harmony Singing.  Luckily for us she realised the value of this fantastic collection and felt 
that it should go to someone who would appreciate it. 
 
I can assure you, Margaret, AAMBS really does appreciate your generous donation – it will bring joy to our members for  
many years to come. 
  

                                    Continuing Harmony, 
        Kevin White 
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9th National Convention 
- Update No. 5 

Greetings from the 2007 Convention 
Committee 

The excitement is building as 
we move ever closer to what is 
shaping up to be one really 
wonderful singing event. We are 
really looking forward to hosting 
you all here in our beautiful 
harbour city, as we endeavour 

to make sure that you have some fond and lasting 
memories to take home with you. 

Please consider the items in this newsletter and contact us 
at any time on the convention email address.  

Chorus Rehearsal Rooms 
The answer is YES!, chorus rehearsal rooms will be 
available at the Convention Centre on the Friday before the 
competition. We hope this service will be of assistance to 
many of our visiting choruses in the struggle to find 
reasonably priced rehearsal venues. Please contact me or 
any of the team if you have any questions. 

Sorry to say that we are not able to offer them free of 
charge, however we have managed to keep it well under 
what equivalent Sydney hotel and other venues have 
indicated. Details are: 

�  There will be three rooms available and they will 
be allocated on a first come basis in the order 
that requests are received.  

�  Requests must be made on the Convention 
email 
sydneysings@barbershopconvention.com.au. 

�  Rooms will be available from 0800 hrs to 1800 
hrs Friday 28 September and allocations will be 
in two hour time slots. 

�  One large rehearsal room with risers at $150.00 
per hour up to two hours maximum. Two smaller 
rehearsal rooms without risers at $100.00 per 
hour up to two hours maximum. 

�  Choruses may apply for additional time slots 
subject to availability.  

 
Harmony Spectacular Concert  

– Saturday 29 September 
Additional concert tickets at $40.00 each are now available 
to be purchased. There are two ways that you can order 
extra concert tickets: 

1. Tickets are now available online on the Ticketek 
website, www.ticketek.com.au. There is now a 
link to Ticketek on the Convention website, 
www.barbershopconvetion.com.au that will take 
you directly to the purchase page. In addition to 
the ticket price Ticketek will charge a booking fee 
of $4.95 PER ORDER up to a maximum of 10 
tickets per order- so the more you buy the more 
you save.  

 

2. On the Convention Registration form: Chorus 
representatives please note that registration 
forms have been updated on the website to 
include a section for delegates to order additional 
Harmony Spectacular concert tickets. When you 
buy tickets through the Convention Registration 
form you avoid paying the booking fee.  

 
Please encourage you supporters and friends to come to 
the concert because it’s shaping to be a showcase of World 
Class a cappella music. 

Website 
Please continue to use the website as your guide to the 
Convention. The website is continually updated with new 
features and news. Recent updates include: 

�  Direct link to purchase additional concerts 
tickets online at Ticketek. 

�  Latest news update 
�  Details and order forms for merchandise. 
�  Updated Registration forms to include extra 

concert ticket purchases.  
Registration 

1. Just a reminder that delegate deposits must be 
paid by 01 June. Balance of payment must be 
paid by 20 August.  

2. Please note that all partner delegates registered 
by 20 August will enter the draw for a truly 
magnificent prize – more details soon! 

 

Massed Sing and Civic Reception (reminder from last 
newsletter) 
The Massed Sing and Civic Reception will be strongly 
promoted around Sydney and we will be looking to attract a 
large crowd. The MS will be held in a new amphitheatre on 
Darling Harbour virtually in front of the door to the 
convention Centre  

 We hope this can be a real showcase of BBS 
singing at its best to promote our wonderful art 
form and also encourage people to come to 
the Harmony Spectacular. 

 
 To help promote the Convention and the 

Concert the Blenders, Australia’s premier BBS 
chorus and International reps, have kindly 
accepted AAMBS invitation to sing two songs 
at the MS.  

 
 The Polecats for the MS have just been 

selected by AAMBS and they are: THE OLD 
SONGS, NELLIE CHORUS, SWEET AND 
LOVELY, HEART OF MY HEART, MY WILD 
IRISH ROSE, HONEY/LIL LIZE, LET ME 
CALL YOU SWEETHEART, DOWN OUR 
WAY, SHINE ON ME, I STILL CALL 
AUSTRALIA HOME. 

 
 We hope that you can all allocate just a little 

time to reviewing / learning you parts to these 
songs in preparation for the Massed Sing.  

 
 Delegates and guests, this will be a big event, 

but we need you to commit to helping make it 
so. Please do everything you can to be at the 
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MS starting at 12.30 on Thursday 27 
September. 

 
Contact us 
 
Please feel free to contact the organising team at any time 
with any comments, requests or suggestions; we really 
appreciate your input.  

Our email contact is  

sydneysings@barbershopconvention.com.au - there is an 
email link on the convention website,  
www.barbershopconvention.com.au, under the ‘Contact Us’ 
heading.  

Please contact us via the website email link if there is 
anything you would like to see included on the website, 
we’ll do what we can to get it there. 

Remember these Convention Updates are all posted on the 
Convention website. Best wishes to you all as you prepare 
to take part in the Convention in Sydney in 2007. 

Christopher Miley 
Convention Co-ordinator 

 
 
The results from the recent Learn to sing A cappella 
Course held at our rehearsal venue, the Central Coast 
Leagues Club, over 6 weeks are best summed up in these 
two offerings from some of our newest members. 
 
“It's been my privilege to be in the company of twenty other 
men (potential singers like myself) and most importantly, 
Ian Miller, our instructor and his four assistants who are 
regular members of "SOUNDWAVES". 
 
Over six consecutive Monday nights, we gained easily 
understood information from Ian about correct breathing, 
use of the diaphragm, resonance, sounding, correct stance 
for optimum production of the harmony of the voice and 
other useful tips. 
 
Initially, separately with Ian, we sang the first line of a song 
to determine if we were tenor, lead, baritone or bass; 
myself being one of the leads. During those six weeks of 
exercises and rehearsals, we also had to learn by heart, "I 
Still Call Australia Home":  On the sixth night, we "newbies" 
sang it, by ourselves, onstage to an audience of relatives 
and friends, who gave us very gratifying applause. 
 
On Easter Monday night, some of the new members and 
some of the regulars were coached by our main Musical 
Director, Gary Kirk, in singing "Bring Him Home", from "Le 
Miserables".  The following Monday night we sang it to the 
previously absent regulars, who were thoroughly delighted” 

— Stan McClure 
 
“Announced at a dinner party with a SOUNDWAVES 
member, "We are running a six week learn to sing course, 
starting on Monday, why don't you come along?" Come 
Monday, " Why did I say yes? ". 
 

After encouragement from my wife (she is a member of the 
Sweet Adelines), I decided to honour my commitment. The 
first night I had reservations, but as the weeks progressed 
and Ian put us through our paces I started to really enjoy 
myself. On the final night as we were singing "I Still Call 
Australia Home" in front of our friends, families and the 
singers in SOUNDWAVES: I was hooked. 
 
On Monday nights I have found the members very friendly 
and encouraging. Now I have to work toward learning the 
songs and pass my own audition so I can enjoy the 
company of the men of SOUNDWAVES.” 

--- Don Crease 
 
 

Local men who came to our 6 
weeks’ free  training sessions. 
– 8 are joining up. 
 
 
 
 

 

����
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� 9� 33/ 1 !� 9� 33/ 1 !� 9� 33/ 1 !� 9� 33/ 1 !  
 
Towards the end on 2006 the Clippers 
enthusiastically welcomed Rosalie Lang to the 

position of Musical Director. Rosalie’s impact on the chorus 
was immediate and comprehensive. In a very short time 
her appointment to this key position brought new skills, new 
directions, new repertoire, new enthusiasm and a bright 
vision for the future of the chorus. Tragically early in 2007 
Rosalie died suddenly at home.  
 
The loss to her partner of many years, Derek Cosburn, 
Rosalie’s family and friends was, of 
course, devastating. The 
suddenness of Rosalie’s passing left 
all who knew and loved her, deeply 
shocked. The Clippers take the 
opportunity in this edition of 
Barbershop Notes to again extend to 
Derek and Rosalie’s family their 
deepest sympathy and their on-going 
support. The most difficult task the 
Clippers have ever faced was to sing the Irish Blessing at 
the ceremony to celebrate her life at Nerang, Gold Coast 
on 5th April. 
 
While the membership of the Clippers deeply valued 
Rosalie as a person with her basket of skills and 
enthusiasm which she brought to their midst, the 
relationship was a two way street. In the March issue of 
“The Chord”, the Clippers quarterly newsletter, the front 
page was devoted to Rosalie’s appointment as Director. 
The article recorded her remarkable journey through the 
Barbershop movement and concluded with a footnote 
written by herself, which she requested be included. 
Rosalie’s words are repeated here: 
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Fittingly the “Barbershop & Big Band Concert” staged by 
the Clippers on 21st April, barely one month after her 
death, was dedicated to Rosalie. The concert was themed 
as a tribute to Frank Sinatra. Most of the songs were those 
introduced by Rosalie throughout the short time she was 
with the chorus as Director.  Variety was the winner on the 
night with the Clippers partnered on stage by the 
Queensland Youth Orchestra Big Band. The audience was 
loud in their applause of the performances and many 
knowledgeable observers claimed it was the best they had 
heard the Clippers perform in concert for quite a long time. 

 

The Clippers at 
their colourful 
best on stage 

with Don 
Godfrey doing it 

“His Way”  

 

With such a sad start to 2007, The Clippers under the 
direction of their newly appointed Director Don Godfrey, 
have moved forward with new found skills and much 
determination. The challenge for the Chorus, in Rosalie’s 
own words, was to present to the public of Brisbane and in 
the National Competition in September as the best it can 
be. There is confidence among the membership that the 
Clippers are on track to do just that. 

__________________________________________ 

Recruitment has been the buzz-word 
at Vocal Evolution over the last few 
months with plenty of activity going 
towards events, systems and individual 
attention to the task of getting new 
members onto the risers.  

 
At the time of the last issue of Barbershop Notes we were 
on the eve of conducting our own “How to Sing Harmony” 
course which was run for six Tuesday nights from February 
27th to April 3rd. We are very happy to report that the 
workshops went off well and were a success on many 
levels.  
 
Andrew Turnell and Ian Mulholland had approached the 
University of WA and as a result we were invited to run the 
course as part of their highly regarded Autumn Extension 
Programme. We had 21 men sign up with only one of them 
dropping out during the course. We had a wide range of 
ages and singing experience in the group but did manage 
to get a good balance of voice-parts. Interestingly the 
baritone section was very well populated with some great 

voices in the mix also. Overall only one of our singers had 
any significant experience singing barbershop. 
During the first five weeks we taught the fundamentals of 
harmony singing and two barbershop arrangements, "The 
Lion Sleeps Tonight" and "When I Lift Up My Head". On the 
sixth week we performed a mini-concert at the venue with 
participants inviting their friends and family along to see 
them perform the songs they had learnt. The chorus also 
performed on this night.  
 
Most of the participants were genuinely amazed that they 
had been able to learn two songs and perform them without 

the sheet music in hand 
after just six weeks. The 
enthusiasm levels were 
good throughout the 
whole course and this 
culminated in a genuine 
euphoria amongst the 
guys at the end of the 

concert with the knowledge that the work they had put in 
had been translated into a performance they could be 
proud of.  
Of course we made sure to invite all the participants to a 
special Vocal Evolution rehearsal on the Monday after the 
course.  
 
Representatives from Men In Harmony and West Coast 
Chordsman were also on hand during our final week to 
promote their respective choruses.  
 
A few weeks out from the end of all that activity and we 
have five participants who are regularly attending Vocal 
Evolution rehearsals. Two of these men had visited VE 
before the course and been encouraged to attend the 
course. There were also at least two other participants who 
were interested in joining but had previous regular 
commitments on Monday nights.  
 
To be honest, we were initially a little disappointed that 
more guys didn©t join VE however we have since been told 
by those in the know that a close to 25% strike rate from 
this sort of endeavour is actually a pretty good result. On 
top of that we actually made a small financial profit, made a 
bunch of new friends and have established a relationship 
with UWA which we hope to be able to continue into the 
future. 
 
We have also conducted two other guest nights so far this 
year and the members have been given regular tips during 
rehearsals on marketing the chorus. The culmination of all 
this is that we had eight first-time performers on the risers 
with us at a recent performance. We also have a few more 
prospective members waiting in the wings who are well on 
their way to performing with us also.  

Adrian Gimpel 
President - Vocal Evolution 
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The Fleurieu  
Harmony Chorus 
The Chorus has had a busy couple of 
months with a sing-outs nearly every week 
at Birthday Parties, Nursing Homes and 

Cancer Research  Fundraisers at the local markets, the 
latter raising over $500.  

 
The main event for the month was ‘The Leafy Sea Dragon 
Festival‘ held at Normanville on the coast of the Fleurieu 
Peninsular where we 
entered the ‘Busking 
Competition’, we won the 
‘Street Performers’ 
section and went into the 
final with the three other 
section winners and were 
joint winners but 
unfortunately lost on a 
count back as there could 
only be one winner, still we all enjoyed the day and it 
helped showcase the barbershop cause and we won $250. 
 
Our committee and The Festival Statesmen’s’ committee 
are busy at the present planning for a visit from our 
Western Australian counterparts for Voices In Harmony 
2008 next April, this follows the success of the previous two  
reciprocal events. Also our two choruses have decided to 
have at least four combined rehearsals each year on a 
social basis. 

 In Harmony 
Gordon Tomlinson Secretary 

The Fleurieu Harmony Chorus 

 
Rehearsal is now in its final stages 
for the Sunshine Regional 
Convention later this month. 18 
months after formation we are 
beginning to add choreography to 
our routine and this is presenting 
many challenges to the chorus. After 
our first full rehearsal using choreo 

we all went home with aching jaws from smiling for almost 
2 hours solid, but the improvement in our performance was 
outstanding. A big thank-you goes to Steve Johnson from 
the Blenders for assisting us with this. He has been very 
encouraging and we hope that we ARE making him believe 
that we are convicted to “selling” the songs we are 
performing. 
 
This latest photo 
shows almost all 
of our new 
members in our 
number 2 uniform 
with our Alarm 
Industries 
sponsored shirts 
looking very 
striking.  
 
 
There has been a recent change to the Executive of Miner 
Chords with Craig Yeates taking over the role of Treasurer 
and David Kerle taking on the role of VP Music. Both are 

looking forward to contributing in a positive way to the 
running of this wonderful club. 
 
We have had 2 recent sing outs that produced some great 
results. For the second time we performed at the Walk for 
Life Relay which appears to have become an annual event 
for us. We were also asked to sing at the Mayors Ball to 
kick off the Ipswich Festival with the largest ever group of 
guests assembling at the historical North Ipswich Rail 
Museum for this black tie event. This was our finest 
performance to date and it was evident that our confidence 
is growing as a group and we are producing some 
magnificent results musically. We have one more gig to 
perform before the Regionals and with our new found 
choreo this will be a great lead up to the competition. 
 
Good luck to all other competitors participating in the 
Sunshine Region Convention -- we are looking forward to 
the day with great anticipation. 

David Kerle 
Barbershop Notes Correspondent. 

_______________________________________________ 

�� � � � � � � �� � � � � ! �" � #$��� � � � � � � �� � � � � ! �" � #$��� � � � � � � �� � � � � ! �" � #$��� � � � � � � �� � � � � ! �" � #$�����
%� &�%� &�%� &�%� &� � &� &� &� &����

It was a perfect day that "Him upstairs" provided for the 
weekend after a very damp Easter.  

 
Gathered together, under 
the trees at the back of Ian 
Miller©s house in beautiful 
Budgewoi were fifty or so 
barbershop singers, wives 
and partners. These lucky 
participants gave not a 
thought for those who did 
not attend but joined 
together in drinking, eating and making merry: oops, I 
forgot to mention singing. 
 
One lot of neighbours made a hurried exit but the others, 
bless ©em, turned their TV off so they could hear the 
melodious and harmonious songs. 

  
This amazing occasion was a first for the Sydney region as 
singers from Hills Harmony, Sydneysiders Express, 
SOUNDWAVES and the newly formed Myall Melodians 
joined together in conversation, claret, canapes and 
chords. Many a story was told of incredible performances 
where the basses bellowed, the baritones blended, 
the tenors tuned and the leads didn©t sing flat. 
 
It was hoped by all that this day will be repeated regularly 
in the future (when else) with an ever increasing, and 
vocally improving, attendance.  

 
  Ian Miller, VP Music 
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2007  
 
May-June - Quartet Qualifying Contests:  These are the 

qualifying events for the Sydney Convention in 
September 2007.  As usual, distant quartets will 
be able to submit a video taped entry for 
assessment by the AAMBS Judging Panel. 
26 May – Sunshine Region Qualifying Contest 
   Logan Entertainment Centre 
 2 June – Eastern Region Qualifying Contest 
  North Sydney Leagues Club.  
 9 June – Western Region Qualifying Contest 

Churchlands Senior High School 
Auditorium 

(See Upcoming Events on AAMBS Website – 
www.aambs.org.au for details) 

 
July 1–8 – Barbershop Harmony Society  

International Convention, Denver, Colorado 
 

Aug 25 – SOUNDWAVES Concert, Central Coast Leagues 
Club, Dane Drive, Gosford - 7.30 pm. Tickets: $10 
each.  Contact Bill Clarke, 02 4384 1253 or 
billjude@bigpond.net.au 

 
Sept 21–23 – New Zealand Association of Barbershop  

Singers (NZABS) Convention, Dunedin Town 
Hall, Dunedin (See Page 10 for Program details) 
Contact www.nzabs.org.nz  

 
Sept 27-30 – AAMBS 9th Annual Convention, at Sydney  

Entertainment Centre, Darling Harbour, hosted by 
Sydney Harmony 

 
Sept 30–Oct 3 – AAMBS Harmony College, Myuna Bay  
 Sport & Recreation Centre,  Lake Macquarie  
 NSW  (1-1/2 hours north of Sydney) 
    
October 5-7 – Irish Association of Barbershop Singers  
  Convention – Cork, Ireland. 
              Details www.irishbarbershop.org .   
 
2008 

Oct 30-Nov 2- 5th Pan Pacific Convention –  

Ala Moana Hotel, Honolulu, Hawaii with 
performances at the Hawaii Theatre.  Host Chorus 
Sounds of Aloha.  www.panpacificharmony.org  

 

The AAMBS 
Website – 

www.aambs.org.au 

If you are planning a concert or other event for which you 
would like some publicity, please forward the details - a 
brief description, where and when, contact person and 
phone number, to the Secretary, who will see that it gets 
loaded on the website. 
 
You can download from the website: 
·  Barbershop Notes 
·  Club, Chorus and Quartet Rules 
·  The AAMBS Constitution 
·  AAMBS Standing Orders 
 
As always, the information in the website is only as good as 
the information we have at AAMBS. So please, if you see 
anything on it that is incorrect, or you know of changes that 
would impact upon information in the website, let us know, 
at secretary@aambs.org.au 
 
This is YOUR website. Help us to keep it up to date. 

 
 

9� � 1 � 1 + �4 � � / !9� � 1 � 1 + �4 � � / !9� � 1 � 1 + �4 � � / !9� � 1 � 1 + �4 � � / ! �
Remember that DVDs from the last AAMBS Convention - 
2005 Gold Coast Convention  -are available for loan for 30 
days from the AAMBS Library.  So if you want to see your 
Chorus’s performance, or check out how the others 
performed, you may borrow any of the following items  – 
 

Disc 1 – Schools Quartet Competition 
Disc 2 – Quartet Preliminary Final Session 1 
Disc 3 – Quartet Preliminary Final Session 2 
Disc 4 – Quartet Preliminary Final Session 3 
Disc 5 – Quarter Final 
Disc 6 – Chorus Competition Session 1 
Disc 7 – Chorus Competition Session 2 

  
Contact our Secretary, Kevin White – he will send them off 
to you.  All you have to pay is the return postage. 
 
And for a full list of the items available from the AAMBS 
Library check  the AAMBS website – www.aambs.org.au  
 
 

(For further event details go to www.aambs.org.au ) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

1 � ! / 1 ! �$� 1 �! � 9/1 � ! / 1 ! �$� 1 �! � 9/1 � ! / 1 ! �$� 1 �! � 9/1 � ! / 1 ! �$� 1 �! � 9/ ����
The Central Coast Harmony Chorus (Sweet Adelines) has 

the following set of risers for sale – 
Wenger Risers consisting of 5 x 6ft sections,  
4 steps per section, back steps are separate,  

and back rail. 
Price $8,000 O.N.O.   

Contact :  Wilma Walsh (02) 4328 108  
or email wilron@tac.com.au 
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READY?  COMING?   GO! 
 
The NZABS Convention 2007 will take place in the beautiful city of Dunedin from Friday 21 September to Sunday 23 
September. It’s time to make the commitment, make the bookings and make the Convention. 
 
With the International gold medal winning quartet VOCAL SPECTRUM as the guest quartet, you are set for a real “gathering 
of the chords.”   
 
Timetable: 
Friday 21 Sept Noon to 5 pm Registrations Dunedin Town Hall foyer 
 6 pm Official Opening Dunedin Town Hall 
 8 pm Chorus Competition Dunedin Town Hall 
 11pm to 1:30 am Afterglow Glenroy Auditorium 
Saturday 22 Sept 9:30 am                                                                                                                     Quartet Competition preliminaries Dunedin Town Hall 
 2 pm Quartet Competition Finals Dunedin Town Hall 
 8 pm CONCERT Dunedin Town Hall 
 From end of 

 concert 
Afterglow Glenroy Auditorium 

Sunday 23 Sept 10am Church Service St Paul’s Cathedral 
 11:20 Big Sing Front steps of St Paul’s  Cathedral 
 Noon to 2 pm LUNCHEON Dunedin Town Hall 

The Convention Organisers are unable to arrange accommodation for out-of-towners. 
 However, we will be providing lists of suitable accommodation (to suit all tastes and budgets!)  

to the Secretary of each NZ chorus and will include it and Registration Details on the Convention Website. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Search is on for a Musical Director…… 
The new Pride of Ipswich (prospective) chorus of Sweet Adelines has had its ups and downs, as with any newly 
formed group.  It had, however, settled down to a steady 15 members and a permanent Chorus Director.  It then 
prepared for evaluation at the next Sweet Adelines’ Convention (18 -20 May, in Brisbane), so that we could 
become a chartered chorus.  Unfortunately after that event our Director can no longer lead us on.  We have a 
solid repertoire of 8 songs already but would like to start performing for our (very supportive) local council 
functions and enter competitions.  We feel that nothing breeds success but success.   

 
We’d like someone to lead us to become a successful chorus.  This is an exciting opportunity for 
someone in South East Queensland who has been an Assistant Director or a chorus coach to take the 
next step.  We’ll be right behind them, (or rather, in front of them).  Our rehearsals are every Thursday 
night from 7 pm in the Humanities Building, cnr. Nicholas and South Street, Ipswich, Queensland. 
 
If that sounds exciting to you too, please contact our President, Bronwyn Hollett, on (07) 5463 4544 or 0413 320 998 or by email 
to bronwyn.hollett@gmail.com or to our Publicity Officer, Thea Biesheuvel, at  thea@gil.com.au for more general details about 
the chorus. 
 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

New Zealand Association of Barbershop Singers Inc 

NZABS CONVENTION 2007 

DUNEDIN   21 –23 September 2007 

TIMETABLE AND WELCOME 
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THE AAMBS COUNCIL  

 
THE AAMBS COUNCIL

President 

Mike Donnelly 
12 Jutland Rise 
OCEAN REEF WA 6027 
Phone/fax: 08 9300 5430 
Mobile:      0432 802 296 
Email:       president@aambs.org.au   
 
VP Conventions 

Bob Fr itz 
8 / 125 Queenscliff Road 
QUEENSCLIFF  NSW 2096 
Phone:  02 9905 3573    
Fax:   02 9905 0128 
Email:   conventions@aambs.org.au     
 
VP Marketing &  Development  

Tom Smith (temporary) 
50 Hinkler  Dr ive 
MILL PARK  VIC 3082 
Phone:   03 9404 1216    
Fax:    03 9437 7847 
Email:   marketing@aambs.org.au   
 
VP Membership 

Tom Smith 
50 Hinkler  Dr ive 
MILL PARK  VIC 3082 
Phone:   03 9404 1216    
Fax:    03 9437 7847 
Email:   membership@aambs.org.au   
 

VP Music 
 
Ian Miller  
20 Mimosa Road 
BUDGEWOI  NSW  2261 
Phone: 02 4390 3893 
Mobile: 0408 620 921 
Email:  music@aambs.org.au           

 
VP Youth Development 
 
Steve Gr iffin 
330 Rio Vista Boulevard 
Mermaid Waters  QLD  4218 
Phone:  0411 076 072 
Fax:      07 5572 3659 
Email:  youth@aambs.org.au  
 
Secretary 

Kevin White 
P O Box 6026 
WEST GOSFORD NSW 2250 
Phone: 02 4369 8369 
Fax:     02 4369 8379 
Email: secretary@aambs.org.au  
 
Treasurer  

Barry Joy 
1 / 23 Hooker Boulevard 
Broadbeach Waters  QLD  4218 
Phone:  07 5572 0284 
Mobile: 0403 979 643  
Email:  treasurer@aambs.org.au  
 
 
Send your  items for  Barbershop Notes to: 

secretary@aambs.org.au 
 

The deadline for  receipt of mater ial is  
15th of each odd numbered month –  

January 
March 
May 
July 

September 
November 

  
  

AAMBS' CONTACT INFORMATION 

Please make contact with AAMBS through the Secretary at our permanent addresses  
and ©Phoneone number:- 

  Postal address:  AAMBS Inc.     Phoneone: 0500 547 111 
   P O Box 6026    Fax:    (02) 4369 8379 
   WEST GOSFORD NSW  2250 Email:      secretary@aambs.org.au 
  Website:   www.aambs.org.au 


