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Rebadging our Association  

I hope that you have been following the submissions  regarding this important matter. If you 
haven’t, you are invited to pick up the thread by f ollowing this web link:                    
http://www.barbershopconvention.com.au/survey/ 

Convention 2013  

I have received some queries regarding the bidding process for the 2013 convention. 

Council discussed this matter in the last telephone  conference and information will be re-
leased to all Club secretaries soon. I am currently  preparing a documents folder on the Con-
vention website which will contain relevant informa tion for potential bidders.                                 

 

  Richard Gardam  
                                   VP Conventions 

������������������������������
�
 ���� �������!� �

�
+�� ������ ��� ���� �� ����� �����
�� �
�� 
���
!����
 � 22�	%� 
�������� ��� � ���
 ��� ��� ����
�
��
����������������

1��
� ������
 � ���� ��
���������
� ��� ��� $�
�
���
��� %��
���
���&� �
�����
��&� ���� �
�� �����
�� ���
���� ��������9�
 ��  ����� ����� ��� 6-� ���� 
���  ���
��
�� ��� � +�� ���� �
�� �
�� ��� ���� ������ ������
�����
�����
�� ��� 22�	%� ���� ���� 
��� 
������� ���
�
�������� ����� ������� �
��
�� ����� +� ����� ���
�
��

������
��������������������
�����+����
�������� ���
�
����

��� ��������
����
������������
 ���

+��+� ��
(�� ����� ����� �
��
�����
� ���� ���� ����� ����
�
����������
��
���
��
�����
��

�

�

����
�� ��"�#�
 �

2�
����
���������
����
��
�������������
����!����
��
��
�������������

�
��+
��
�
�������
����������� �
�
������������
��
��
�����
�����

2� ����� ��� ���� +
��
�
��� ����
� ������
��
�����������
���-�5�
��6/-/����-�5�
��6/--��������
�
��
�� ��� ����� �����%��
���
��H��� �����I� �
�� ��� ���
�
�����%��
���
���������������������
������������

+�� �
�� ,��
���� �
� ���
��� 
����� �
���� ��� �������
9��������� +
��
�
��� ����
� ���� �������  ��� ��� �
���
���
� ����� %��
���
�� �
� ��
������ �
��� ����
22�	%� 1������� �� �� ���
������ �� ������
����
��
���������������������������������������������
�������

�������	���������������������� � ���������������	���������������������� � ���������������	���������������������� � ���������������	���������������������� � ��������� ���

)�*+��� � , � - � � � . , / � �001+�""$�



 

 

�

�

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Chorus is settled at our new practice venue at the RSL Rooms, right in the centre of 
Toowoomba. We have four sets of risers, courtesy of The Blenders, and separate rooms for 
section practices and a  kitchen area for supper preparation.  The  ladies support in the supper 
preparation is greatly appreciated! Membership continues  to increase and we have some mem-
bers and visitors who travel up to 100km to attend practices. A recent new member’s  night resulted in a number of new mem-
bers, and chorus men now number around 40. The range of ages is from 14 (yes, that’s right!) to 70 plus. 

 
Mike Ludwig, our Musical Director, travels the greatest distance—he makes regular trips down from Townsville. Under his 
directorship the Chorus continues to prosper and maintain its focus. We have also had the benefit of occasional vocal coaching 
sessions from Andrew Howson of The Blenders.  
 
The Chorus is now quite well known in Toowoomba and the Lockyer Valley. We perform at gigs two to four times a month and 
have a reputation as a group of men that enjoy each others’ company and that sing together mighty well!  Gig highlights have 
included our walk around at Queen’s Park, in Toowoomba, on Mothers’ Day, where we sang “for the love of it” and gave stemmed 
roses to the mums. Our other highlight would have to be at Downlands College, a Catholic residential college in Toowoomba, 
where we were the main supporting group at a music department concert. Our public profile was helped greatly by our running a 
sausage sizzle at Bunnings in April, and appearances at the Crows Nest Show and the local produce and craft Exhibition at Ma 
Ma Creek in the Lockyer Valley. And of course, we enjoyed our own social occasions, including Ross Fulloon’s BIG birthday 
bash! 
 
Around 15 chorus men went to the Sunshine Region’s Mini-Harmony College held mid-July in Brisbane and had a fantastic time. 
As well as more Toowoomba and Lockyer Valley gigs, we are looking forward to the repeat of our highly successful and enjoyable 
weekend music camp at the end of August, and in early October, our next Singing Restaurant—this will be at Downlands College 
and we expect around 250 people attending. 
 
Don’t forget – if you are ever in lovely Toowoomba please come along and sing with us any Thursday night from 7pm. 

Singcerely  
Greg Lewis, Secretary�
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Members and visitors at a recent  
SunshineStatesmen coaching session 
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Mike, Owen, Chris & Steve 

Thankfully we get to hear of the  
exploits of our Gold Medal quartets from 
time to time but rarely do we get to know 
our other AAMBS quartets. Perhaps I 
can start the ball rolling with this piece.  

Having formed in March 2003,  
ESCAPADE is possibly the longest 
continuously registered and active 
quartet with an unchanged line-up in 
AAMBS. (Check that one out David 
Brown!)  

Chris Gray (Tenor), Owen Buckley 
(Bass), Steven Griffin (Bari) and Mike 
Ludwig (Lead) have competed in 
regional and national competitions and 
have been honoured to have been 
placed in the Top 10 at  AAMBS 
National Conventions in 2005, 2007 and 
2009.  We are really looking forward to 
the PAN PACs in Brisbane in 
September 2011. 

But competition is not what we live for 
and the longevity of our quartet is 
grounded in two very strong principles. 
First, we are the very best of mates 
and our families are most supportive 
of our hobby and they get on really 
well together. Second, we continually 
strive to perform (not just sing) to a 
very high level in public just for the fun 
of it. This brings me to the real point of 
this article.  

While singing at restaurants, public 
gatherings, concerts and aged care 
facilities, etc is always exciting and 
satisfying, I reckon ESCAPADE has 
come up with a first. Recently, we 
were invited to attend an evening 
session for MIBBINBAH. This is a 
special camp at Ewen Mattock Dam 
on Queensland’s Sunshine Coast for 
Indigenous Australian men (not secret 
men’s business) but a great program 
designed to strengthen the identity 
and capacity of men. 

ESCAPADE sang its first song and 
before we finished we had one man 
backing us on Didgeridoo. The rest of 
the set went really well and was very 
enthusiastically and warmly received. 
Tag Master, Steve Griffin, then got the 
men involved in several tags before 
we headed down to the campfire for 
an evening of yarning.  

The highlight here was a guy called 
Paulie who played didgeridoo and guitar 
and sang several  of his own 
compositions in a country blues style. 
One hauntingly beautiful piece started 
with him telling a story of the old folk 
from the spirit world and this 
developed into a song called ‘My 
Special Place’ . ESCAPADE is hopeful 
of negotiating with Paulie to gain 
access to the song because the 
opportunities to put harmonies to a work 
o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  w o u l d  b e 
a w e s o m e .   A  l i t t l e  m o r e 
s i n g i n g 
from our 
q u a r t e t 
and the 
e v e n i n g 
concluded 
w i t h 
p h o t o s , 
greetings 
and salu-
tations all 
round. 

Quartetting is a fantastic experience 
made all the more special by doing dif-
ferent things with guys who are your 
brothers. 

Mike Ludwig 
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Interval 
Just Frequency Ratio from 
starting point 

C – C (Octave) 523.3 / 261.6 = 2:1 

C – B (Major 7th) 490.6 / 261.6 = 15:8 

C – B-flat (b’shop 7th) 457.9 / 261.6 = 7:4 

C – A (Major 6th) 436.0 / 261.6 = 5:3 

C – G (Perfect 5th) 392.4 / 261.6 = 3:2 

C – F (Perfect 4th) 348.8 / 261.6 = 4:3 

C – E (Major 3rd) 327.0 / 261.6 = 5:4 

C – D (Major 2nd) 294.3 / 261.6 = 9:8 

C – C (Unison) 261.6 / 261.6 = 1:1 
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